The Examiner is respectfully requested to amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel Claims l^l^l^and 3^49 ? without prejudice or 

disclaimer of the subject matter presented therein. 

Please amend Claims 1, 4-6, 10, 13-15, and 19-38, and add Claims 50-54 to 
read as follows. A marked-up copy of those claims, showing the changes made thereto, is 
attached. 
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1. (Amended) An image search apparatus for searching an image database 
for desired image data, said image database storing a plurality of image data in correspondence 
with image feature amounts for each of the image data/comprising: 

display means for displaying a plurality of image data; 
selection means for selecting image data designated by a user from the 

plurality of image data; 

image feature amount dbmputing means for computing an image 
feature amount of the image data selected by said selection means; 

image similarity computing means for computing image similarity on 
the basis of the image feature amount computed by said image feature amount computing means, 
and the image feature amounts of the image /data stored in said image - databa se. 
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4. (Amended) The apparaWaccording to claim 1, wherein said display 
eans displays image data randomly selected/from the image data stored in said image database. 

5. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said display 
means displays designated irn^ge data of the image data stored in said image database. 



6. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said display 
means comprises search means for searchnjtfP) desired image data by designating attribute 
information appended to the image data, and 

when a search is made by said search means, said display means 
HJgplayg a list of ima g e data found by th e fe a rch of sai d s e a rch means . 




10. (Amended) An image search iriethod for searching an image database 
for desired image data, said image database storing a plurality of image data in correspondence 
with image feature amounts for each of the image data, comprising: 

a display step, of displaying a plurality of image data; 
a selection step, of ^electing image data designated by a user from the 

plurality of image data; 

an image featu/e amount computing step, of computing an image 
feature amount of an image data selected by said selection step; 



an image similarity computing step, of computing image similarity on 



the basis of the image feature amount computed in the image feature amount computing step, and 
the image feature amounts of the image data /tored in sai d im age database 



13. (Amended) The method according to claim 10, wherein the display step 
includes a step of displaying, as a default windo^fimage data randomly selected from the image 
data stored in said image database. 



14. (Amended) The method according to claim 10, wherein the display step 
includes a step of displaying; as a default window, designated image data of the image data 
stored in image databa 

/ 

15. (Amended) The method according claim 10, wherein the display step 
comprises a search step, of searching for desired image dap by designating attribute information 
appended to the image data, and 

the display st£p includes a stefc of displaying a list of image data found 
h y a search in the search step, when ttie search is mad e in the search step 



5. (Amended) A computer readable memory that stores a program code of 
an image search for searching an image database for desired image data, said image database 
storing a plurality of image data in correspondence with image feature amounts of each of the 
image data, 
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comprising: 

program code for a display step, of displaying a plurality of image data; 
program code for a selection step, of selecting image data designated by 
a user from the plurality of image data; 

program code for an image feature amount computing step, of 
computing an image feature amount of the image data selected by said selection step; 

am code for an image similarity computing step, of computing 
image similarity on the basis oSythe image feature amount computed in the image feature amount 
computing step, and the image festaire amounts of the image data stored in said image database. 

20. (Amended) Ah image search apparatus for searching an image database 
for desired image data, said image database storing a plurality of image data in correspondence 
with image feature amounts for each of the miage data, comprising: 

display means for displaying a drawing area for drawing handwritten 
information, and a plurality of image data searched on the basis of the handwritten information 
drawn in the drawing area; 

selection means for selecting color information of image data 
designated by a user from the plurality of image data; 

image feature amount computinkmeans for computing an image 
feature amount of the image having the color information selected by said selection means; 
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image similarity computing means for computing image similarity on 
the 6asis of the image feature amount computed by said image feature amount computing means, 
and the image feature amounts of the image data stored in saitf image database. 



2 1 . (Amended) The apparatus accoraing to claim 20, wherein the color 
information is selected by indicating one pixel in the image data. 

22. (Amended) The apparatiys according to claim 20, wherein the color 
information is selected by indicating a predetern^ned region in the image data. 



23. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 22, wherein the color 
information designated by indicating the predetermined region is an average value of pixel values 
contained in the small region. 



24. (Amendec 



apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the color 



information is selected on the basisfcrnhage data to be displayed by said display means. 




25. (Amehd^d^^ie apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the color 
information is selected on thd^as^tf image data which corresponds to image data displayed by 
said display means, and is stored in said image database. 
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26. (Amended) The apparatus according to cyiim 20, wherein the color 
Ca>^^*/ information is selected on the basis of an image drawn on the drawing area. 

27. (Amended) The apparatus accordin| to claim 20, wherein said image 
feature amount computing means computes the image featjare amount of the drawn image every 
time the image in the drawing area is modified. 



28. (Amended) The apparatus apcording to claim 20, further comprising 
display control means for controlling to display the^drawing area within a display window 
displayed by said display means. 

29. (Amended) An image search method for searching an image database 
for desired image data, said image database storing a plurality of image data in correspondence 
with image feature amounts for each of the image data, comprising: 

a display step, of/ displaying a drawing area for drawing handwritten 

• / 

information, and a plurality of image data searched on the basis of the handwritten information 
drawn in the drawing area; 

a selection step, of selecting color information of image data designated 
by a user from the plurality of image^data; 

an image'feature amount computing step, of computing an image 
feature amount of an image having the color information selected by said selection step; 
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V an image similarity computing step, of competing image similarity on 

£ the |3 as i s of the image feature amount computed in the image feature /mount computing step, and 
the image feature amounts of the image data stored in said image da/abase; 



30. (Amended) The method according to cla^n 29, wherein the color 
information is selected by indicating one pixel in the image data. 

3 1 . (Amended) The method according to claim 29, wherein the color 
information is selected by indicating a predetermined region iri the image data. 



32. (Amended) The method according/to claim 3 1 , wherein the color 
information designated by indicating the predetermined region is an average value of pixel values 
contained in the small region. 



33. (Amended) The method accp^gi^ to claim 29, wherein the color 
information is selected on the basis of image data to b^f^played in said display step. 



34. (Amended) The method according to claim 29, wherein the color 
information is selected on the basis of image data raulh corresponds to image data displayed in 
said display step, and is stored in said image database. 
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35. (Amended) The method according to clajlm 29, wherein the color 
information is selected on the basis of an image drawn on the driving area. 

36. (Amended) The method according t6 claim 29, wherein the image 
feature amount computing step includes the step of computing the image feature amount of the 
drawn image every time the image in the drawing area is modified. 



37. (Amended) The method according to claim 29, further comprising a 
display control step, of controlling to display the drawing area within a display window displayed 
in the display step. 

38. (Amended) A computer readable memory that stores a program code of 
an image search for searching an image database for desired image data, said image database 
storing a plurality of image data in correspondence[with image feature amounts for each of the 
image data, comprising: 

program code for a display step, of displaying a drawing area for 

'** / 

drawing handwritten information, and a plurality of image data searched on the basis of the 
handwritten information drawn in the drawing ^ea; 

program code for a selection step, of selecting color information of 
image data designated by a user from the plurality of image data; 
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program code for an image feature^ amount computing step, of 
computing an image feature amount of an image having th£ color information selected by said 
selection step; / 

program code for an image similarity computing step, of computing 
image similarity on the basis of the image feature amount computed in said image feature amount 
computing step 3 and the image feature amounts nftye image data - stored in said image database - — 

50. (New) The apparatus according to claim if wherein said image data 
selected by said selection means is copied in a drawing area; / 

said image similarity computing meansfcomputes image similarity on 
the basis of an image feature amount, computed by said image feature amount computing means, 
of the image data copied in the drawing area, and the image feature amounts of the image data 
stored in said image database. / 

5 1 . (New) The apparatus according jjo claim 50, further comprising 
modifying means for modifying the image data copied in/the drawing area; 

said image similarity computing means computes image similarity on 
the basis of an image feature amount, computed by said image feature amount computing means, 
of the image data modified by said modifying meansjand the image feature amounts of the image 
data stored in said image database. / 
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52. (New) The apparatus according to clahn 1, wherein said plurality of 
image data displayed by said display means is displayed on^ne basis of image similarity 
computed by said image similarity computing means. 

53. (New) The apparatus Recording to claim 50, wherein said drawing area 
and said plurality of image data are displayed in the same window. 

54. (New) The ^ra^ratus according to claim 50, wherein said drawing area 
draws handwritten information. inp^t by a.user 



REMARKS 

This application has been reviewed in light of the Office Action dated June 20, 
2002. Claims 1, 4-8,10, 13-17, 19-38, and 50-54 are presented for examination. Claims 2, 3, 9, 
1 1, 12, 18, and 39-49 have been canceled, without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter 
presented therein. Claims 1, 4-6, 10, 13-15, and 19-38 have been amended to define more clearly 
what Applicants regards as their invention. Claims 50-54 have been added to provide Applicants 
with a more complete scope of protection. Claims 1, 10, 19, 20, 29, and 38 are in independent 
form. Favorable reconsideration is requested. 

Claims 1-49 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,237,010 Bl (Hui et al) in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,249,607 (Murakawa). 

Cancellation of Claims 2, 3, 9, 1 1, 12, 18, and 39-49 render their rejection 

moot. 



